Project

Facilitating idea generation in creative writing through a technology-led discovery trail
Participant Information Sheet


Dear Participant, 

As part of my M.Sc. in Technology and Learning in Trinity College Dublin, I am completing a research project on enhancing idea generation for creative writing through the use of a technology-led discovery trail. I would like to invite you to take part in this learning experience, which is supervised by Dr Inmaculada Arnedillo-Sánchez.

The Project Aim

Generating ideas for creative writing is one of the biggest challenges faced by writers. There are many resources available, which provide prompts for creative writing however this project aims to assess whether the writer’s active involvement in the creation of creative writing prompts leads to further motivation and more well developed ideas. 

What’s Involved

You will be asked to complete a questionnaire prior to commencing the activity.  Participants will then undertake a discovery trail, similar to a treasure hunt in Dublin City. Using your Smartphone, you will follow clues, which will provide information on the elements of creative writing, and complete tasks, which will facilitate you in creating your own writing prompts. The discovery trail will take place during daylight hours in familiar, well-populated areas within Dublin City however participants are advised take reasonable precautions, in line with walking through a busy city area. 

You will also be asked to complete a questionnaire after the experience. During the discovery trail, the researcher will also undertake some observation, which will be documented through taking photographs and short video clips. Each participant will only be observed for a short section of the trail. 

Research will take place between the end of April and beginning of May, however you will only be required to attend in person for the trail itself as questionnaires will be issued online.

Data Protection

All information collected by the researcher will by anonymised and stored in accordance with the Data Protection Act at Trinity College, Dublin. In the unlikely event that information about illegal activities should emerge during the study, the researcher will report this to the appropriate authorities. 

All interview and questionnaire questions are optional. The research gathered, including audio recordings, will not be released to anyone and is for the sole purpose of the researcher. 
Participation in the research is voluntary and you may withdraw from the project at any time, for any reason, without penalty and any information already recorded will not be used. 

If you have any questions before, during or after the project, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Contact Information  
Lead Researcher: 
Sue Meehan

Phone Number: 
0861963272

Email: 


sumeehan@tcd.ie 
Participant Consent Form

Facilitating idea generation in creative writing through a technology-led scavenger hunt
LEAD RESEARCHERS:
 Sue Meehan

Individual results will be aggregated anonymously and research reported on aggregate results.
DECLARATION: 
· I am 18 years or older and am competent to provide consent. 

· I have read, or had read to me, a document providing information about this research and this consent form. I have had the opportunity to ask questions and all my questions have been answered to my satisfaction and understand the description of the research that is being provided to me. 

· I agree that my data is used for scientific purposes and I have no objection that my data is published in scientific publications in a way that does not reveal my identity. 

· I understand that if I make illicit activities known, these will be reported to appropriate authorities.

· I understand that I may stop electronic recordings at any time, and that I may at any time, even subsequent to my participation have such recordings destroyed (except in situations such as above).

· I understand that, subject to the constraints above, no recordings will be replayed in any public forum or made available to any audience other than the current researchers/research team.

· I freely and voluntarily agree to be part of this research study, though without prejudice to my legal and ethical rights. 

· I understand that I may refuse to answer any question and that I may withdraw at any time without penalty.
·  I understand that my participation is fully anonymous and that no personal details about me will be recorded. 

· <If the research involves viewing materials via a computer monitor> I understand that if I or anyone in my family has a history of epilepsy then I am proceeding at my own risk.
· I have received a copy of this agreement.

PARTICIPANT’S NAME: 

PARTICIPANT’S SIGNATURE: 

Date: 

Statement of investigator’s responsibility: I have explained the nature and purpose of this research study, the procedures to be undertaken and any risks that may be involved. I have offered to answer any questions and fully answered such questions. I believe that the participant understands my explanation and has freely given informed consent. 

RESEARCHERS CONTACT DETAILS: 

INVESTIGATOR’S SIGNATURE: 

Date:
